CHAPTER VIII

THE DISPERSION

OF ANGLO-PROTESTANT

EDUCATION

(1400AD.-17OOAD.)

A.   LUTHERAN AND CALVINIST VARIATIONS ON
THE REFORMATION THEME
One of the far-reaching trends that the Protestant Reformation accelerated in northern
Europe was the spread of civil control of education and the accompanying idea that
education from top to bottom ought to be sponsored by the state for sectarian
religious puposes. Lutheran and Cahinist reformers promoted this movement across
the face of Western Europe. For example, when the Lutheran church in German lands
became closely allied with the state, the church and its schools virtually became a
branch of civil administration in which the clergy and teachers were appointed by the
head of state. Thus, under the stimulus of Luther and his followers, Bugenhagen and
Melanchthon, the Protestant rulers were urged to reform their schools by civil action.
As a result, several of the German states and free cities issued civil codes for the
conduct of schools.
The school code of Wurttemberg in 1559 was one of the most far-reaching,
providing for the establishment of vernacular elementary schools to teach boys and
girls reading, writing, arithmetic, music, and religion. These schools were to be
established in every village and to be taught by the church sexton. Latin secondary
schools were also to be set up to train boys for leadership in the church and state and
for the university at Tubingen. Other states followed the Wurttemberg code, notably
Saxony in 1580.
Another important code was issued by the state of Saxe-Gotha in 1642,
providing for compulsory attendance, higher salaries for teachers, free textbooks,
supervision of instruction, a graded class system, and more realistic studies. Other
important cities that reorganized their schools by action of the civil authorities were
Brunswick, Weimar, Nuremberg, Hamburg, Wittenberg, and Strasbourg. In the seven-
teenth century several states enacted compulsory attendance laws, including Wurttem-
berg and Saxony. This effort to spread vernacular education in Lutheran lands met